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The handmade tale

In an age where anything can be made with machines, a growing group of ereatives have found new business opportunities
by using their fingers. BY TAY SUAN CHIANG

DESMOND TANG
Founder, Hikar & Shores

As the Covid 19 pandemic began 1o take its
toll on the bridal Industry, wedding photo-
grapher Desmond Tang found himeel petting
fewer and fewer jubs

“Alot of jobs were put on hold 5o 1 needod
2 creative outhet, one that didn’t require me 1o
b betnd the camera,” says Tang, After sev-
eral attempls to find alleenative work, he 6
nally found an actvity that he was passionate
about and &dn't mind spending hours on.

Tang started Hikari & Shores, which he
<alls, “an experiental plice foe me 1o explore
varlous types of handmade art”, He makes
miniature bulkdings. such as houses and light
houses which are stuck om small pleces of
rock ar weod. Encased in glass with a wooden
frame, they have a whimsical feel and make
for sumable sabletop decor.

“Hikan" - pronosnced as “wkali” or light”
in Lpancee - and “Shoees” was chosen be
cause of Tang's Jove for the ocean and surfing.

He says that hes previous pob as a photo-
grapher bad ahvays bewn about gathering stor
bes, emotioes and dadly reutines, then plecing
them sogether to foem an Image. T poess ths
soet of aesthetic hoad been brought over from
maaking ae image %o making art from meture.”
T says.

For Tang, who |s currently taking a break
from photography. the first step to creating
e art pleces is 1o find satable rocks, “This s
oy faveurite step in the whoke process,” he
shares. There are mo specific places where he
finds them, "1 try 1o keep 2 lookout to see what
ralure b 1o offer,” says Tang, who & based
in Johor Bary and heads out to the hdls and
Beach %o find manerials

e uses hfferent types of paper to creste
the buildings and dry twigs for the trees. 1 al
most feels meditative trying 1o plece
everything together,” he motes. Each plece
takes at leswst 20 hosrs to make. “The biggest
<halkerge is that sume houses Binve 1o be very
small 1o fix onto the rock, bt those are the
most satsfying to complete.” he adds.

His works are mostly sokd to buyers m
Sonth cast Assa. He el his artweeks hinve
an appeal because not only are they good con
versation-starters but his customers. llke him:
self, also feel at peace with nature when they
ook at thess,

Spatial designer Simon Chiang, who pur
chased a Hikan & Shores plece, says: Ttisvery
therapeutic to stare at the mim lighthouse "

CONNOR SU

Cofounder, Slow Green

songreen.store

Connee Su doesnt hesitate to admit thar it
was a diffioult chokce %0 gve wp his corporate
Job 10 dive full-time 0o his weekend hobby:

“Rut | knew # i the right thisg to do, be
<ause | really ke doing this,” says Su. who pre
vously worked in consulting and finance. "1
bke butlding my own products and my brand
that | can wark on foe sy e 1o come.”

His peoduct? Slow Creen, a colloction of ar
tisanal landscapes for tabletops.

“We pet a lot of energy from working on
themm. Asd we foel this is 4 pursuil we can do
for a long time, like when we get to 60, we
probably can still sit down. put wood and
stome together and get a kock out of domg n.*
sty S, whire wife Sabeire helps oo the week:
ends

They were initially making pleces for them-
selves, but socn realised others liked them
oo, and they started getling reguests for
them. Each plece is intricanely designed, typic
ally takes 2 weeks to complete and wses over
20 matertaly, from stones, mil, wood, plants
and maoss.

Su says Slow Green prides itself on its high
standard of craftsmanship, and how each ma-
tertal, be 1t wood or plants “wesnve and grow
with wach other like in rature. That is how we
want 1o recreate the scenery”, he explains.

Their tabletop landscapes were Inspired
By thesr hiking trips, and they alyo learnt from
other craftsmen in bossal, agquascape and
palodarium arts. In addition, there was a lot of
trial and error too. Nesther has an art bock:
grosnd but “both of us have a kot of arfistic
drive post up inside.”

Some of their pleces, particularly those
that wse real dried moss and require no water-
i, hanw found Bomes mwnaas. For cther
pooces that have live plasts, the couple even
offer & malntenamce care service for them.

Despire having to do everything hmself,
froem planreny, making to even dedivery, Sa
still finds e passion to go s “Our clients
tedl us that cur products make unique and
meaningful gifts. We are really privileged o
have the oppoetunily 1o serve & parpose in
our customer’s Be,” he adds.

MABEL LOW
Founder, Papersynesis
POpers)Tthests.com

Do you love plants but struggle to koep them
alive? Mabel Low might have the perfect solu

N

Abowe: Connor Su. co-founder of Slow

ton. Low is the founder of Papensynthesis, a
paper floral sadin

She starved experimenting with making pa-
per plants In 2018 after realising that she
didn't have green fingers. For two years, she

Green, creates artisan
landscapes for tabletops. Right: Each piece Is imtricately designed,
typlcally takes 2 weeks to complete and uses over 20 matwrials,
from stones, soll, wood, plants and MOsSs. /10105 SLOW GREN

sold her paper plants on a ol basis, But in
2000, she decided 10 take 2 beap of fath, quit-
ting ber Job to focus on paper crafting full
time. She started Papersynthesis doing be
spoke commissions, seling paper fowers, are

are they good

hard to design, but there are also those that are hard to make. FHo7c

Abowe: Desmend Tang founder of Hikarn & Shores,
Bbeleves his artworks have an appeal because not only
conversation starters

likn himself, Mso foel Mt peach with nitur whwn they
look at them. Left: A miniature ighthouse
from Hikar & Shoees, PHOTOS HIEAR & SHORES

Above: Mabel Low, founder of Papersysthesis, a pager Sloral stadio. She chooses to
specialise in flowers and fokage (left) becase she loves mature. Some flowers wr

PROLRSYNTHESS

ating DEY kits and running

Thw former designes/peneral manager # a
Jocad dusign store says her design education
Background and work experience have come
0 handy. "Being equipped with skill sets like
marketing, prototyping, computer lustra
tom, mansfactaring. and service design, al
Jows me 1o run the business alome and as
sume different roles in & company whes
needed.”

Low has abwarys been fascinated with par
per. as It Is versatile and easily avallable
“From a fiat plece of paper, | can create 3 3D
form by stmply meaking a feld o a2 bend. The
possibilities of what can be crvated v end.
Bess,” she says. Some of her bespoke comms
sions imclude a replica of 2 wedding bouguet,

and I for the kwanch of an inter
natioral perfume beand,

Lurw choases to spocidise in Bowers and fo
liage because she koves nature. Some Mowers
are hard 10 design,. but there are also those
that are hard 10 make. She sometimes adds 3
touch of paint to make some plants moce Me
ke

Low's plasts hine travelled cutside of
Singapore. In fact, maost of her customers are
In Euroge and North Amserica

Her DY plane kits are also popular, “Learn:
Ing how to make paper plants can be thera
peutic and it 1 also something that anyoee
can muke for Gamdy and friends” she says.
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